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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a process for producing an N-long-chain acyh. -alanine extremely useful as a low-irritant 
surfactant, etc.. In high purity and yield at a low cost 

CONSTITUTION: A 6-22C fatty acid halide is supplied to an aqueous solution of . -alanine and the components are 
made to react with each other in the presence of potassium hydroxide at 25-60"* C (preferably at 35-60"* C at a 
fatty acid halide feeding rate of >30wt.%) to obtain an N-long-chain acyl-. -alanine potassium salt The potassium 
salt is made to react with a strong acid (preferably hydrochloric acid) at 60-90* C (preferably 70-85* C) to effect 
the double- decomposition of the potassium salt and obtain an N-long-chain acyl-. -alanine. The crystallization 
and precipitation of potassium salt can be suppressed and high acylatlon degree can be achieved while reducing 
the load on the apparatus by carrying out the reaction in the presence of potassium hydroxide at a high 
temperature using water as the solvent Furthermore, the efficiency of the double decomposition reaction can be 
improved and the objective compound having improved filterability and washability can be produced, by this 
process. 
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